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A Phenomenographic Investigation on the Perception of Nature
of Urban Preschoolers

Zhai Junqing Zhu Yan Jiang Yiwen Wang Ximin

Abstract: Early childhood is the crucial stage for connecting with nature and developing a holistic view of nature.
This phenomenographic study among 201 children aged 5 to 7 from four kindergartens in the urban district of Shanghai
city shows that in children's views, nature is the external world where animals, plants, and the environment coexist in
harmony; nature is not only a place for free play, leisure, and outdoor sports but also a medium to explore and discover
their surroundings. Urban preschoolers have gained basic natural knowledge and started to develop ethics, awareness of
conservation, and aesthetics towards nature. Families and kindergartens should pay attention to early nature education,
and the government and society should construct children-friendly community.

Key words: perception of nature; nature education; urban children

42 .



