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History of "Xi"(&): The Living Conditions and Class Consciousness of the Workers in the
Liberated Areas of North China during the Anti—Japanese War and
Revolution of Liberation
Ouyang Junxi

Abstract: As a unit of wage calculation,"Xi"(K)is the product of military industry changing from military man-
agement to enterprise management, and also the outcome of military enterprises changing from supply system to wage
system in the North China liberated area. It is a wartime financial management measure adopted to cope with econom-
ic difficulties as well. The implementation of "Xi" as wages maximally met the basic living needs of wartime workers
and promoted the recovery and development of industry in the liberated areas. The Communist Party of China inculcat-
ed class consciousness among workers while promoting the use of "Xi" as the unit of wage calculation. The changes in
the number of "Xi" are not only the concrete embodiment of the CPC’s handling of the wage treatment of workers of
different classes and the adjustment of labor movement policies, but also the reflection of the changes in the interest
relations between labor and capital, workers and workers, and workers and farmers in the liberated areas.

Key words : Xi(#K); worker; wage; living condition; class consciousness
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