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Governance of '"Public Culture'': The Logic of Emergence and the Path of Action
Cao Aijun

Abstract: To uphold the socialist direction of the construction of cultural order, it is indispensable to promote
the construction of public culture. Public culture is a cultural form that conforms to the historical trend, contains the
characteristics of advanced socialist culture and has the function of flexible governance. As a mechanism of state gov-
ernance, "public culture" returns to its place in the temporal—spatial context of the superposition in the era of global-
ization and the process of modernization. Cultural competition at the state level, cultural order at the social level and
cultural rights and interests at the individual level constitute the realistic logic of public—culture governance in re-
sponse to the modernization of state governance. In the context of state governance, restoring and strengthening the
function, value and significance of culture requires us to examine public culture from the perspective of cultural con-
sciousness, cultural ecology and cultural identity, promote public culture by following the track of safeguarding the na-
tional cultural security, maintaining the socio—cultural order and safeguarding the citizens” cultural rights and inter-
ests, and ultimately, achieve the final goal of promoting the national cultural identity and cultural integration.

Key words: public culture; cultural governance; logic of emergence; strategic orientation
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