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What Is Comparison:A Realistic Reference from Bereday’s
Four-step Method of Comparative Education Research

Fu Shugiong Hu Chen

Abstract ; As an important comparative educator, George Z. F. Bereday proposed the famous " four—step method
of comparative education research" ; Describing educational phenomena ,interpreting influencing factors , juxtaposing
causation and coming up with questions,as well as conducting specific comparative studies. In the specific compari-
son , balanced comparison a nd total approach that explain general laws of education can be conducted if data are e-
quivalent and sufficient. In reality, because of the unequal and insufficient data, most comparative education
research is carried out with single—country illustrative comparison and problem approach based on interpretive un-
derstanding and reference. Although there are doubts and denials of general educational laws and true
comparability , comparative education research should still strive to move from an interpretation orientation to an ex-
planation orientdtfon, which-fe§hirés wanscending deséiptiort, avoiding isblaticni¥itl | andalways/upholding problem
awareness.

Key words ; comparison ; George Z. F. Bereday ;the four—step method of comparative education research
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