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Debate for the Great Man of History: An Analysis of Mao Zedong’s Evaluation of ''Disputes'':
Concern and Reflection on a Problem That Is Not a '"Problem"'

Guo Wenliang

Abstract: Mao Zedong, as a great historical man who influenced China and even the world, represents a cultural
symbol and a value orientation of China. Under the historical background that the Sixth Plenary Session of the Eleventh
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China adopted The Historical Resolution, which had already made an
objective evaluation of Mao Zedong. Because of the particularity, complexity and extreme importance of Mao Zedong’s
evaluation, there are still many "heterogeneous" voices about Mao Zedong’s evaluation in the current theoretical circle
and real social life, and even sharp opposing disputes. Behind the controversy of Mao Zedong’s evaluation, there are
not only subjective political stand or academic theoretical and methodological factors, but also objective refraction of
personal experience or social reality interests. To truly evaluate Mao Zedong objectively and scientifically, we must
adhere to the Marxist spirit of seeking truth from facts, put aside personal interests and grievances, take whether it
represents the fundamental interests of the overwhelming majority of the people and whether it promotes China’s social
progress as the standard, and take rigorous academic research attitude and scientific methods as the support to accurate-
ly outline the true portrait of Mao Zedong for history and future generations, so as to highlight the multifaceted style of
the great historical man.

Key words: evaluation of Mao Zedong; cause of dispute; evaluation criteria for historical figures
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