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Comparison of Mao Zedong’s and Lenin’s Rural Investigation and Research
Xiao Guiqing Feng Mengqi

Abstract: Early in their revolutionary careers, both Lenin and Mao Zedong went through a phase of meticulous
investigation and research of the countryside and the peasantry. Both of them shared the same basic premise of rural
investigation and research, taking rural investigation and research as the starting point for analyzing the social and
economic patterns of their own countries, and taking the practical approach and class analysis as the basic methods of
rural survey research; But the rural research studies of them two have different methodological paths and emphases. In
terms of methodological path, Lenin chose a large—scale documentary investigation, while Mao used a small-scale
direct investigation. In contrast, Lenin’s investigation and research was mainly used as a research method, while Mao
Zedong elevated investigation and research to a working method in practice. In terms of emphases, Lenin focused on
the evolutionary laws of Russian agrarian capitalism, while Mao was concerned with the class struggle over the land
issue in the countryside. The differences between them two highlighted the different characteristics of the times and
stages of Marxism in the process of being combined with the specific realities of China and Russia, and reflected the
different logics of revolutionary development in China and Russia.
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