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Chinese Students in Russia and the Spread of Socialism in China

in the Early 20th Century
Zhuang Yu

Abstract : Since modern times, with the rise of the Westernization Movement, the students studying abroad have
gradually exerted an important influence in Chinese traditional culture and thought. At the beginning of the 20th
century, it was a critical period for the Chinese people to strive for national independence and explore the national
system. At that time, domestic progressive intellectuals had already paid attention to the Russian Narodniki that
inherited European socialist thought. After the October Revolution, Soviet Russia had established a positive image in
the process of building an independent socialist country and reacting against oppressors. At the turn of the two centu-
ries, Chinese students studying in Russia(Soviet Union), relying on their geographical advantages, introduced the
ongoing social transformation in Russia to the Chinese people at home and abroad in detail, and became the backbone
of the wide spread of Socialism in China, bringing new hope to China, which is at a historical crossroads. At that time,
Chinese students staying in Russia were either based on personal experience or slogan "Learning from Russia", they
did their best to build a good information communication for the establishment of the Sino—Soviet diplomatic alliance
in the 1920s, the wide dissemination of Socialism and Soviet Russian party and government construction theories in
China.

Key words: socialism; Chinese students studying abroad; Russian Revolution; spread of thought
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