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The Low Fertility Rate in China from the Seventh National Census

Wang Guangzhou Hu Yaoling

Abstract ; Using the data of the seventh national census to analyze and re—understand the low fertility rate in Chi-
na,it is found that the estimation results of the long table data and the short table data on the total fertility rate are ba-
sically the same,the total fertility rate of women of childbearing age in China is 1.292,which is at a low level. Using
the total progressive fertility rate index of deprogressing effect, the structure of the number of children of progressive
birth was decomposed,and the progressive fertility rate of one child decreased significantly. The average childbearing
age of women of childbearing age was raised to 28.98 years old,the peak childbearing age was postponed to 28 years
old,and the average interval between the birth of a first child and a second child was shortened from 4. 00 years to
3. 11 years. The main reasons for the low fertility rate are ; The proportion of women of childbearing age with spouses is
rapidly declining,the age structure of women of childbearing age is rapidly aging,the proportion of unmarried women of
childbearing age with higher education level is rapidly increasing, and the proportion of women of childbearing age with
higher education level is rapidly increasing. People of childbearing age with different education levels have significantly
different expectations for their children’s education. Further reinforcing the decline in fertility and the educational " gra-
dient" difference in fertility levels,the demographic and sociological mechanisms leading to low fertility are formed and
maintained. The trap of low fertility rate or ultra—low fertility rate will be a prominent problem for China in the future.
We need to focus on the following three aspects: First,scientifically analyze the social harm of ultra—low fertility rate,
comprehensively grasp the essence of traditional fertility culture ,and create a good social environment suitable for fertil-
ity. Second , in light of local realities , we will focus on solving key and difficult problems related to fertility and explore
new methods and paths to solve the population problem. Third , we will conduct a comprehensive , systematic and forward
—looking study on the new trend of China’s population development, actively respond to the problem of low fertility
rate ,and promote long—term and balanced population development across the country.

Key words ; census ; data ; low fertility rate ; countermeasures
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