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On Shame Ethics in Chinese Confucian Culture and Its Transformation to Modernity
Liu Yu

Abstract: Shame ethics is the basic element of Confucian culture with the characteristics of collectivism. On the
ethical level of the law of objective will, shame ethics manifests itself as failing to comply with the etiquette norms,
realizing the leap from the "special self" to the "universal self", which then leads to the moral punishment of being
rejected by the community. On the moral level of the law of subjective will, the gap between the "real self" and the "ought
self" generates the negative moral emotions, which are the internal bonds between the bottom—line ethics of "adults"
and the moral ethics of "extreme goodness". Therefore, shame ethics regulates the traditional rural community in the
communication pattern of the rural acquaintance society, under the moral guidance of the literati—gentry class, and
between the actual operation of "practicing good social conduct" and "gaining face". This kind of pre—modern ethical
tradition can only be integrated into the socialist concept of honor and disgrace by achieving transformation to moder-
nity at the three levels of ethical foundation, ethical structure and ethical spirit, so as to provide effective traditional
cultural resources for the construction of modern ethics in Chinese society.

Key words: Confucian Culture; Shame Ethics; Bottom—=line Ethics; Virtue Ethics; Transformation to Modernity
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