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Introducing 21st—Century Western Cli—fi Studies

Jiang Lifu

Abstract: With more than a decade of development, cli-fi studies has experienced an explosion of interest since

2015, a rare phenomenon in terms of the speed and number of published academic books and papers in the area. Cli—fi fo-

cuses upon the disclosure of the Anthropocene from various angles, and cli—fi studies represents the discursive construction

of Anthropocene criticism. This paper is a prolegomenon towards a complete and comprehensive study of Western cli—fi

studies at present, exploring ways in which the Anthropocene can be represented, how it is embodied, and whose Anthropo-

cene it is. It critically surveys Western responses to cli—fi narrative strategies and their social function, and interrogates vari-

ous multi-layered postmodern criticisms of cli—fi. Analyzing the characteristics, tendencies and weaknesses of previous re-

search, it aims to shed light on the future of cli—fi studies in China.

Key words: Anthropocene; cli—fi; critical discourse; Chinese characteristics
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