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The Duel and Early Modern Civil Discourse: Revisiting ''Romeo and Juliet"

Feng Wei

Abstract: While Shakespeare based his play Romeo and Juliet on Arthur Brooke’s narrative poem Tragical History of

Romeus and Juliet, he replaced the details on the origin and evolvement of rivalry between the Montagues and the Capulets

by several intervening duel scenes. By exploring Shakespeare’s new addition of an obscured feud motif, this paper is meant

to revisit the tragic cause of the story of Romeo and Juliet and tries to argue that rather than a sacrifice of a family feud, the

young lovers” martyrdom is due to the newly emerging discourse on ltalian civility and courtesy as a consequence of an ever—

increasing social mobility in early modern England.

Key words: Romeo and Juliet; duel; civility
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