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The Rise of Blue in Song Dynasty

Cheng Minsheng

Abstract: Blue is the primary color other than the traditional five positive colors and five intermediate colors.

Only in the Han Dynasty did blue have color meaning. Blue and cyan are often mixed in Song Dynasty, but the Song

people can distinguish between blue and cyan. The clothes named after blue in the Song Dynasty are well—known. Blue

robes refer to the clothes of palace graduates and the clothes of low—level officials. The blue ribbon,which sprouted in

the late Tang Dynasty and was popular in the Song Dynasty,is made out of nothing, indicating that it is an official with

a lower rank. The images of ghosts and gods are mostly with blue skin and blue clothes. The signs of the rise of blue

consciousness in the Song Dynasty mean that with the development of society and the enrichment of cultural colors, peo-

ple increase their recognition of colors,and blue is distinguished from cyan and named separately. The 11th century is

the era of blue rise all over the world.

Key words: blue; Song Dynasty; blue robe; azure blue; inner blue





