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An Analysis of the Subjects of Disruptive Technological Innovation
from the Perspective of ANT

Xia Jiawen Yang Aihua

Abstract: The Actor—Network Theory(ANT)asserts that the actors taking part in scientific and technological
activities that are considered as practice include not only human beings, but also non—human beings and forces. This
paper analyzes multiple subjects of disruptive technological innovation based on ANT, and shows clearly that the sub-
jects of disruptive technological innovation consist of both human actors including scientific communities, govern-
ments, universities, scientific research institutions and enterprises, as well as non—human actors such as user needs,
strategic deployment, and capital investment. To some extent, this study makes a breakthrough in previous studies
made based on the subjective—objective bisection and it is beneficial to open the black box and reveal the main power
producer of disruptive technological innovation, thus making a major contribution to research on disruptive technological
innovation and its development.

Key words: Actor—network theory; Actors; Disruptive technological innovation
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