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Goals, Problems and Paths of ''Rhetoric of Empathy'' in the Perspective of
Community Construction: On the Concepts of '"Meta—subject'’,

""Consciousness of the Other' and ''Discourse Right Compensation''
Hu Fanzhu Zhang Hongqian Hu Yiming

Abstract: The construction of a community with a shared future for mankind is the greatest vision and practice of hu-
man socialization. Language is the most important medium of human interaction, and it is indispensable to the construction
of a community. "Language" here does not only mean a symbolic system, but also a rhetorical act, a kind of "rhetoric of em-
pathy". According to the "New Speech Act Analysis" theory, rhetoric not only means "expression", but also "reception", and
the rhetoric of empathy should have a conscious sense of "listening". Rhetoric not only means the dialogue of "you/I", but al-
so the emotional perception and response of "I/you/other", and the rhetoric of empathy should have a conscious sense of "oth-
erness'. Rhetoric not only means the realization of discourse right, but also the mechanism of "discourse right compensa-
tion", and the rhetoric of empathy should consciously get out of the "jungle thinking". Furthermore, empathy is not only the
driving force of rhetoric, but also a set of action plans for rhetoric, and it is also the fundamental goal of rhetoric. For the rhet-
oric of national image, empathy is the only way to achieve "communalization".

Key words: community with a shared future; rhetoric of empathy; new speech act analysis; meta—subject; conscious-

ness of the other; discourse right compensation; communalization
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