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The Effect of Housing Stratification on Fertility Desire of Urban Residents
Zhou Jianjun Ren Juanjuan Ju Fang

Abstract: Actively dealing with the aging population and boosting the fertility rate are of great significance to
China’s long—term and stable development. Based on the data of China Family Panel Studies(CFPS)in 2014 and 2018,
the impact of housing stratification on urban residents” fertility desire is empirically tested. The research results show
that housing property rights have a significant promoting effect on fertility desire, but this effect only exists in people
with multiple housing property rights, and those with one housing property right and those without housing property
rights show lower fertility desire. Further analysis finds that the inequality of housing wealth caused by the rise of
housing prices, the better living conditions and the lower housing loan pressure make people with multiple housing
property rights have higher fertility desire than those with only one housing property right. Because of the less burden
of rent, people living in affordable housing are more willing to have children than those who rent in the market. This
finding verifies the depressed fertility desire of those with only one set of housing property rights and the positive impact
of the housing security system on the birth intention of those without housing property rights. This paper contributes to
the literature on fertility desire in two important ways. First, it reveals the objective facts behind the difference fo sub-
jective fertility desire caused by housing inequality. Second, it analyzes the fertility of multiple housing property right
and single housing property right, security housing owners and renters in the market based on the perspective of micro
mechanism. In order to solve the housing factors that hinder the implementation of the three—child policy, it is a current
priority to implement a long—term and birth friendly real estate policy.

Key words : housing stratification; fertility desire, mortgage pressure effect; affordable housing system
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