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The Logical Transformation of Chinese Social Work Development and

the Construction of Autonomous Knowledge System in the New Era

Xu Xuanguo

Abstract: The transformation and modernization of social structure have given birth to the restoration, recon-
struction and rapid development of social work in China. Nearly 30 years of social work professional practice has
formed a development logic that takes indigenization as the fundamental task. A deeper reflection on the proposition
of indigenization reveals that in the process of transplanting and borrowing from Western social work knowledge sys-
tems, we have overlooked the lack of concern for the subjectivity of Chinese social work in the context of the unequal
modernization between China and the West, leading to the double trap of narrow localization and west—centered indi-
genization. This paper attempts to understand the practical features of the emergence and development of social work
in China from the framework of "modernization—subjectivity", explains the structural root of the lack of knowledge au-
tonomy in the development of social work in China, and analyzes the time and space conditions for the construction of
the subjectivity of social work in China in combination with the process of Chinese modernization. From the perspec-
tive of subjectivity, this paper explains the discourse system reconstruction framework with "Chinese social work" as
the overall narrative, and puts forward multiple paths of knowledge reproduction of Chinese social work from the per-
spectives of philosophy, ethics, theory and method, so as to contribute China’s experience and paradigm of social work
to participate in global governance.

Key words : indigenization; modernization—subjectivity; Chinese social work; construction of autonomous knowl -

edge system
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