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On the Writing of Thunder God in Chuci(#£%¥)and Shan—hai Jing
Li Binghai

Abstract: Lei Yuan recorded in Chu Ci: Summoning Souls is Puchang Hai(7i#§ & ), also known as Lop Nur.
This is the research conclusion of Tang Bingzheng and other scholars. Puchanghai’s geographical situation and natu-
ral ecology can be mutually confirmed with the description of the western region in Summoning Souls. The Leize men-
tioned in Shan—hai Jing: Hainei East Sutra is actually Leiyuan, also lies in Puchanghai area. The place name Wuxi,
also known as Daxi, refers to the far west. It can be mutually confirmed with the place name of Dadong in The Book of
Songs, Xiwu and Xiyu mentioned in Guanzi and Guoyu: Qiyu. In Lisao and Far Travel, there are plot of the lyric pro-
tagonist’ s directed wandering, in which Leize appears in the far west. The thunder god recorded in Hanshiwaizhuan
and Shan—hai Jing: Dahuang East Sutra is located in the East, forming a bipolar separation pattern with the Thor in
the West. The Book of Changes set the formation direction of thunder in the East, which is incorporated with ancient
"Five Elements Theory" and became a traditional concept in ancient China. Far Travel matches thunder god with the
West, though it has something in common with the "Five Elements Theory", it did not become a constituent factor of
Chinese mainstream culture.

Key words: Leiyuan; Leize; Puchang Hai; eastern thunder god
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