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Taoist Belief Tradition in Du Fu Family and a New

Interpretation of Related Du Fu’s Poems

Wang Xinfang  Sun Wei

Abstract: There was a heated debate in the 1970s and 1980s about whether Du Fu’s Taoist belief was short—
lived or immortal. After decades of academic research, the current understanding of Du Fu’s Taoist thought has be-
come more fair and comprehensive. Like other people at the same time, Du Fu’s thought also shows the characteristics
of the integration of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism. Taoism is an important part of his thought. In addition to
the influence of the atmosphere of the times and the influence of Li Bai, it can be seen from the clues implicit in the
epitaph of Lu,"the late Fan Yang Tai Jun of the Tang Dynasty" that the belief tradition of Tianshi Taoism introduced
from the Lu family into the Du family is likely to be the direct source of Du Fu’s Taoist thought. In addition, Du
Shenyan was listed among the "Ten Friends outside the World", and had close contact with Sima Chengzhen, the fa-
mous Taoists, his Taoist faith also had a direct impact on Du Fu. If we can understand the family factors of Du Fu’s
Taoist belief, it will contribute to the in—depth understanding of Du Fu’s poems, so as to reverse and correct all kinds
of misunderstandings and differences in the old notes of Du Fu’s poems.

Key words: Du Fu; Taoist faith; Tianshi Taoism; Du Fu Poetics
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