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Language Contact Research in Northwest China: The Status Quo, Problems and Strategies
Min Chunfang Xiao Yanyun

Abstract: Language contact research in Northwest China is a hot and difficult topic in the current linguistic studies.
By sorting out the current studies on language contact in Northwest China, the present paper finds that many studies focus
on language contact phenomena like lexical borrowing and grammatical replication as well as language contact theories in
various forms and have got prolific achievements. However, there exists insufficiency in depth and breadth of investigation,
comparative research, interdisciplinary research, etc.. Language contact research provides not only a new perspective for
Chinese dialect contact research, but also case studies of language contact between Chinese and Altai in northern China in
contact linguistics. Revising and improving language contact theories can promote the development of the national common
language, which is of great significance in forging the sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Key words: northwest China; language contact; Sino—Tibetan language family; Altai language family; Chinese dialect;

loan words
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