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WA E X [M]. bst, Pief

A New Probe into the Time and History of King Ping’s Eastward Migration
Du Yong

Abstract; Traditionally,King You lost his country and King Ping moved to the east,which happened consecu-
tively in two years. In recent years,with the introduction of Tsinghua Bamboo Slip Xinian ,people began to realize
that King Ping’s eastward move experienced a variety of power competitions and a long history , forming a major his-
torical change at the turn of the Eastern and Western Zhou Dynasties. According to the Tsinghua Bamboo Slip Xin-
ian ,after King You died, King Xie was officially installed and ruled for 21years,and after nine years without a king,
King Ping was finally crowned and then moved east to Luoyi three years later. By this time, it had reached the thirty—
fourth year of King Ping’s reign(737 B. C. ). This point in time roughly seems to have exceeded the periods when
King Wen of Jin,King Wu of Zheng, King Xiang of Qin were at power,who helped with King Ping’s moving east.
But according to the newly published Tsinghua Bamboo Slip Xinian ,the ancient Zhushu Ji Nian and related docu-
ments, we find that there are missteps in the chronology of the three Kings of Jin,Zheng,and Qin recorded in the An-
nals of the Grand Historian and Chronology of the Twelve Princes. In fact,they died after the 34th year of King Ping’s
reign when King Ping moved east. In this turbulent history, although the Eastern Zhou State was severely hit by in-
ternal and external troubles, its civilization was not interrupted and it restarted a new process of continuous develop-
ment.

Key words: King Ping’s Eastward Migration; Tsinghua Bamboo Slip Xinian ; the age ; historical events; Chro-
nology of the Twelve Princes
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