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The Empire in Display : The Natural History Space of Shanglin
Garden of Han and Its Necromancy and Political Ideal

Zhou Jintai

Abstract. Emperor Hanwu expanded Shanglin Garden in the third year of Jianyuan,which showed the pursuit
of diversity of species. Although the species in the garden had practical uses, they also had a display function.
Therefore ,despite being designed to satisfy the hunting interest of emperors , Shanglin Garden could also be regarded
as a natural history space. The species in the garden were laid out in accordance with the universe and geographical
order, which constituted a " miniature world". The arrangement of Taiguan ( 5 ¥ ) , Fudao ( &2 if ) and Kunming
Pond ( 2 B3t ) made Shanglin Garden a simulation of the fairyland, and it was also constructed as a necromancy
space that could attract gods. The emperor hunted and received foreign guests in the garden,and conquered species
in the gardenwitlt politicaliyCsyhiboliesignifidanee which wasSan é&xhibition of theVsitenlgth- 6P the empire. In gener-
al,Shanglin Garden was an ideological landscape which integrated species display,alchemy,and imperial rule.

Key words: Shanglin Garden; Natural History Space; Emperor Wu of Han; Necromancy; Empire
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