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Rethinking the North—South Compromise in the 1911 Revolution
Zhang Yongle

Abstract: Since 2011, a series of interdisciplinary academic discussions on the North—South compromise in the
1911 Revolution have set new agendas for research. The new findings of the discussions may be assessed from three
perspectives. First, when evaluating the historical significance of the Qing Emperor’s Edict of Abdication, the key lies
in understanding the fragility of the Qing Dynasty with its highly diverse ethnic composition and modes of rule. Sec-
ond, when explaining the process and results of the North—South compromise, it is necessary to further implement the
perspective of the interaction between the international system and domestic politics. Third, when analyzing the specific
process of the North—South compromise, the introduction of the legal normative analysis has enriched the existing his-
torical analysis, but without understanding the historical, pluralistic, and conflicting nature of the norms as well as the
specific role played by the norms in the context of the political practice, it is difficult for researchers to obtain a com-
prehensive historical picture.

Key words: the 1911 Revolution; North—South Compromise; the Republic of Five Nationalities; state building
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