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State Health Administration and Maternal and Child Health Grassroots Practice:
Shanghai United Maternal and Child Health Centres in the 1950s
Wang Yingpei

Abstract : State health administration encompasses the health departments of various levels of the government
that resort to state power and local authority to adopt policy to install means to control, and coordinate in monitoring
challenges to population health. After the founding of new China, there was a severe shortage of maternal and child
health workers in public health institutions. The state health administration mobilized private midwives and few obste-
tricians to voluntarily come together to form a maternal and child health centre on a cooperative basis to deliver care
in grassroots communities. In the 1950s, the united maternal and child health centres in Shanghai assumed the majori-
ty responsibilities for implementing the policy of "centering on maternal and child health, combining clinical health
and care, and facing grassroots and the masses with a focus on prevention". The state health administration also paid
significant attention to these centres to improve their organization. Ultimately, these united maternal and child health
centres underwent collectivization with public support to grow into local hospitals. The use of united maternal and
child health centres in Shanghai was an important component of urban community practice of maternal and child
health under the leadership of state health administration.

Key words: maternal and child health; preventive health; united maternal and child health centre; Shanghai
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