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Why the Reform of German Inclusive Education Fails and Its Reflections

Jia Lishuai Liu Tong

Abstract ; Germany is a couniry with the lowest proportion of inclusive education and the most developed spe-
cial education in the EU. Examining the reform practice of inclusive education in Germany , it is found that the main
reasons for the failure of inclusive education reform in Germany are the diverging educational tradition in Germany,
the unbalanced development of education among states, the developed special education system and the excessive
emphasis on the quality of inclusive education. By reviewing the inclusive education reform in Germany ,the follow-
ing four issues are considered : First,how to understand disability? Medical model vs sociological model? Second,
how to reasonably arrange disabled students? Isolation vs. Inclusion? Third ,how to evaluate the success of inclusive
education ; proportion versus quality? Fourth, how to correctly handle the relationship between special education
schools and ordinary schools? Repulsion versus symbiosis?

Key words ; Germany ;inclusive education ;special education ;special education schools ; students with disabili-

ties
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