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The Theory of Indexicals: From a Perspective of Philosophical Logic

Zhang Lifeng

Abstract: Contemporary theory of indexicals takes the distinctions of character/content and context of use/cir-

cumstance of evaluation as the methodological basis,and establishes the semantics of indexicals with the theory of direct

reference as the core. Thus the semantic content of indexicals and other direct referential terms can escape epistemolog-

ical entanglement,and then epistemic meaning and truth condition each have their own place. Although singular propo-

sition has encountered serious ontological challenges,they can be dealt with calmly from different directions, such as

mereology , necessitism and the distinction between reference and existence in philosophy of language. On this basis, an

extended version of possible world semantics can be constructed for indexical sentences.

Key words: indexicals; context of use; circumstance of evaluation; direct reference
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