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Has Economic Capital ""Captured' Local Justice?
An Analysis Based on the Judgments of Nanshan Court Involving Tencent from 2018 to 2020

Chen Hangping

Abstract: The saying of "Nanshan Indomitables" has been widely spread on the Internet, reflecting the Chinese
public’s concern about whether economic capital has "captured" or is "capturing" local justice. In a word, with the
rise of Tencent and other super private companies, whether a capital-captured pattern of judicial local protectionism
is taking shape has aroused controversy. Through the quantitative analysis of judgments involving Tencent published
online and the expanded qualitative analysis of two key eases, it is found that Tencent’s winning rate in Nanshan
Court is not as exaggerated as the social media, and there is no clear evidence to show that Nanshan Court routinely
favors or protect Tencent. Taking Nanshan Court as an example, the fairness of local courts in China is generally trust-
worthy, and the civil judicial reform is moving towards a better direction rather than a worse one. Tencent is more likely
to win because it is a "repeat player" before local courts and has more resources to affect the outcome of litigation than
the opposite parties.

Key words: Nanshan Indomitables; Judicial Local Protectionism; Winning Rate; Repeat Player; Capacity to Ac-

tion
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