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Marxist Rural Transformation Theory and Its Implications for China
Liu Shouying Chen Hang

Abstract: Urban—rural relations and rural transformation are important components of the research scope of
Marxist political economy. Using the political economy method of interaction between productive forces and production
relations, Marx explored the unique form of the countryside and its characteristics, and analyzed the transformation of
the rural system caused by changes in urban—rural relations, studied the mechanisms affecting rural transformation
and triggering rural development dilemmas, and proposed possible paths to rural modernization. The Marxist rural
transformation theory has important implications for solving the rural problems of China at present and realizing rural
revitalization: First China’s current rural problems reflect the evolution of urban—rural relations, and reconstructing
the rural system according to the city mode will only aggravate the rural problems. It is necessary to rethink the
uniqueness and internal logic of the rural system and find the mechanism of its revitalization. Second, the analysis of
China’s rural changes using the interaction method of productive forces and production relations shows that when the
change of rural production relations match the reality of productive forces, the rural system reform will lead to remark-
able achievements; when the change of rural production relations go beyond the reality of productive forces, it will
aggravate the rural development dilemma. Achieving rural revitalization requires great emphasis on the development
of agricultural productivity. Third, it is necessary to follow Marx’s path to rural modernization, deepen the reform of rural
land system, and enable the recombination and continuous upgrading of agricultural factors in order to realize agricul -
tural industrialization and promote the development of urban—rural integration.

Key words : Marxism; urban—rural relations; rural transformation; rural system; institutional change
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