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The Logic of Experimentalist Governance: An Analytical Framework and Its Application
Fu Ping Han Jixiang

Abstract: The experimentalist governance in China is essentially an approach to exploring the innovation in gov-
ernance model, which implies multiple governance logics such as experiment and diffusion. It is characterized by a
multi—level institutional governance structure because it is embedded in the state administrative system. The experi-
mental logic is embodied in the experimental stage of exploring experiences of implementing new policies in selected
areas, while the diffusion logic in the diffusion stage of implementing the new policies to broader areas. The model of
multi-level and staged experimentalist governance highlights the dual characteristics of "mechanism—institution" in
the process of experimentalist governance, manifested as the central-local-grassroot architecture of governance and its
specific interaction of multiple governments and their operating mechanisms. In this model, the governance structure
is presented in vertical dimension, whereas the practice, diffusion and application logic in the horizontal dimension.
Pre—school Mandarin Learning Initiative in Liangshan as a typical example of poverty alleviation in ethnic minority ar-
eas, presents the multiple governance logic and the unique governance mechanism in the process of experimentalist
governance. However, there is also a risk of failure in experimentalist governance, and the effectiveness of diffusion
stage is premised on the governance scenario and resources of the non—experimentalist areas.

Key words: governance model; experimentalist governance; experimental logics; Pre—school Mandarin Learning

Initiative
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