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From ''Sending Law to the Countryside'' to ''Rule of Law in the Countryside'':
A Sociological Investigation of Advancing the Rule of Law in the Countryside of China

Zhang Linjiang

Abstract: The rule of law in the countryside is a significant part of the modernization of China’s system and ca-
pacity for governance and also a key link in the transformation of the model of rural governance. The rule of law in the
countryside of contemporary includes three processes: the construction of modern nation—state, the construction of
modern rural societies, and the modernization of rural governance. With parallel and interactive relationships, such
three processes also present internal tensions of being unsynchronized and uncoordinated. In view of the impacts of
multiple discourse systems, i.e. the Chinese one, the western one, the ancient one and the modern one, the rule of law
in the countryside in theory presents multiple scenes of battle and integration between endogeneity and exogeneity,
independent development and the introduction of foreign ideas and systems, and in practice shows the positive response
and hard—working exploration of countermeasures to development anxieties and governance predicaments. Therefore, it
is necessary to place the investigation and practical advancement of the rule of law in the countryside of China under
two big frameworks of the Chinese path to modernization and "agriculture, rural areas and farmers" or rural vitalization,
ultimately achieving the internal coherence between the rule of law and the "public sentiment". We can neither ignore
the "public sentiment" to realize rule of law in the countryside by compulsory means or wait for the natural change of
"public sentiment". Instead, we should actively promote the construction of a modern rural society and the moderniza-
tion transformation of rural governance and realize the internal unification of "strong country—strong society—strong
governance" under the overall goal of building a modern socialist country.

Key words: rule of law in the countryside; the construction of modern nation—state; the construction of modern

rural societies; the modernization of rural governance
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