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On the Difference in Order of The Book of Songs Recorded on Bamboo Slips in the
Warring States Period Collected by Anhui University: A Discussion on the

Instability of Documents in the Pre—Qin Period
Hao Jing

Abstract: Compared with the handed—down documents such as Mao’s Poetry, The Book of Songs recorded on
bamboo slips in the Warring States Period collected by Anhui University has many text differences in the naming of
The Ballads(Feng)and the order of titles and chapters within. Though documents in Zhou—nan and Shao—nan are rela-
tively stable, other parts of The Ballads(Feng)are different in naming and the order of contents. Seventeen poems
among the fifty—seven poems in bamboo slips collected by Anhui University belong to different chapters. These differ-
ences can modify our usual interpretation of Mao’s Poetry to a certain extent. At the same time, there is a lost sentence
Zeng-zi—yi—zu Ming—yue—jiang—shi in the poem Wu Yi of Qin Feng, which can make up for the lack of handed—down
literature. Analysis of these differences can not only enrich the understanding of the Feng part of The Book of Songs,
but also enable a reasonable and appropriate judgment on the philological value of The Book of Songs recorded on
bamboo slips in the Warring States Period collected by Anhui University. At the same time, strong evidence can be
provided for the instability of documents in the pre—Qin Period.
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