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Localization, Scientification, and Methodology Fever: The Basic Tendency of Study of

Historical Theories during the Chinese Republican Period
Zuo Yuhe

Abstract: The study of historical theories during the Chinese Republican period had undergone the process
from the inputting, transplanting and introduction of western historical theories to the gradual understanding and tenta-
tive creating of Chinese local historical theories. There were mainly two approaches for it to proceed. One approach
was to accept and synthesize those modern western historical theories and then to create Chinese local historical theo-
ries, based on those western works of historical theories. The other was to find, by comparing western historical theo-
ries with Chinese traditional historical studies, those factors in Chinese traditional historical studies which could be
suitable for modern western historical theories and then to create local historical theories with Chinese characteristics.
Under the enormous influence of modern western positivist historical studies and taking the scientification as the ma-
jor goal of creating historical theories, the study of historical theories during the Chinese Republican period was to cre-
ate positivist and scientific historical theories. Due to the scientific historical studies, the emphasis on textual research
in history and seeking for historical facts, the dedication to the scientification of historical studies, the stress on histori-
cal methods and on scientific methodologies, passions for historical methods and methodologies arose gradually during
the Chinese Republican period. The tendency of methodology fever could be found during the process of conscious
learning from natural and social scientific methods and then applying them, and also could be found during the pro-
cess of concentrated researches of those practical methods in the study of historical data. Thus, localization, scientifi-
cation and methodology fever could be regarded as the basic tendency of historical theories” study during the Chinese
Republican period.

Key words: the Chinese Republican period; historical theories; localization; scientification methodology fever
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