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A Multidimensional Interpretation of Edward Thompson’s View of Class History
Liang Minsu Fan Lili

Abstract: Within the British New Left historiography circle, scholars generally pay attention to the narrative
style of Thompson’s class experience theory, combining cultural and structural factors in class studies, and discuss-
ing the academic value and political significance of Thompson’s class history view in the perspective of the" cultural
turn" and the New Left historiographic turn. The international new cultural history circle focuses on the operating
mechanism of Thompson’s class discourse, class experience mode and its representation of subjectivity correlation,
emphasizing the form of class experience and the difference of class consciousness in mass political actions, reveal-
ing the influence of politics, region,gender and the culture of different communities on the formation of the British
working class. Starting from criticizing the school of class discourse analysis, Marxist historians insist on reconstruct-
ing Thompson’s view of class history under the view of historical materialism. In the current context of international
historiography returning to the "Big Problem", the global labor historians have also participated in the interpretation
of Thompson’s view of class history. Scholars have advanced the study of Marxist class history from both theoretical
and specific aspects, highlighting the global significance of the British Marxist historiographical paradigm.

Key words: Edward Thompson; The New Left; View of Class History; Cultural Turn; Global Labor History;

Marxist Historiographical Paradigm
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