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Restoring ""Mr. Sai'': The Origin of the Personification of
the Concept of ''Science' in Modern China

Zhang Fan

Abstract: From the perspective of Concept genetics, this paper finds the historical opportunity of the personifica-
tion of the concept of "science" into the word "Mr. Sai", and roughly presents the early life trajectory of "Mr. Sai". It
can be learned from this that the "two gentlemen of De and Sai" are the causes and circumstances under the combined
force of the ethical revolution, the national language transformation and the Vernacular Movement in the period of the
May 4th Movement, and their appearance is both accidental and a true portrayal of the spirit of the times. Among
them, the word "Mr. Sai" is not exactly equivalent to "science", but the concept of "science" is reflected in the social
identity of the Chinese—speaking world, and he travels through the academic genealogy and value genealogy of modern
China in a personified way. On the one hand, he proved to have an indispensable social status; on the other hand, he
was deeply trapped in various social relations, thus having a multi—level hierarchy of identity."Mr. Sai" is like a
bridge of interpersonal networks in the ideological landscape of modern China, using him as a fulcrum to construct a
series of complex ideological propositions and cultural debates.

Key words:science; "Mr. Sai"; personification; social identity; value spectrum
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