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""Forget the Motherland'': On the National History Textbooks of Manchukuo
Li Xiaoqian

Abstract: The national history textbook of Manchukuo is a set of narratives constructed to cooperate with Ja-
pan’s colonial rule in northeast China, emphasizing that Manchukuo has a history of 3,000 years of independence. Ad-
vocating for the "unity of Japan and Manchuria", it ugly China and illusory Manchuria, turning Manchukuo into a
"kingly paradise", which is the product of the conspiracy of the two circles of Japanese politics and science. The histo-
ry of Manchukuo originally existed to counter Chinese history. Therefore, its mission is temporary. Japan’s ultimate
goal is to expand Japanese history into the center of Manchukuo history education, invalidating the history of Manchu-
kuo, to discipline primary and secondary school students in northeastern China to form a sense of Japanese identity
rather than to achieve Manchukuo identity. The discourse on the history of Manchukuo not only transformed the histor-
ical understanding of the youth in northeast China, but also had a far-reaching impact on future generations.
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