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The Traditional Foundation of Chinese Path to Educational Modernization :
Historical Reflection and Spiritual Reconstruction

Lv Shouwei Hou Yongli

Abstract; The New Cultural Movement,as an ethical transformation movement to the tradition, has triggered a
drastic change in modern education from top to bottom,and has started the modernization process of Chinese educa-
tion with a brand—new spirit. However, the overly strong ideal of saving the nation among intellectual elites made
China’s educational modernization modeled on Europe and the United States from the very beginning. They carried
out ideological experiments with various " truth values" derived from the West, and regarded Chinese tradition as the
source of evil that poisoned the soul. The educational modernization is the one without the soul for its lost traditional
foundation. As a result, education has become a utilitarian and practical science,and been deeply trapped in the
spiritual disorder of nihilism. Chinese education urgently needs the return of tradition. It needs completing its own
return to charm journey based on the spirit and character of Chinese classical education,with the great education
concept of "harmony between the nature and human" ,with the education teleology of "inner sageliness and outer
kingliness" ,and with the education methodology of "human and cultural enlightenment" , and finally open up a Chi-
nese path to educational modernization with Chinese characteristics and in line with China’s national conditions.

Key words; New Cultural Movement ; Chinese path to educational modernization ; spiritual nihilism ; traditional

culture ; classical education
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