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The Grassland Silk Road in the 10" —13™ Century and

the Europeans’ Impression of Khitan
Sun Limei

Abstract: From the 10" to the 13" century, the northern minorities Khitan, Dangxiang and Jurchen successively
established regimes ,forming the confrontation period of Liao,Song,Xia and Jin. During this period, Khitans played an
important role in connecting the Grassland Silk Road,especially the Western Liao dynasty established by Yelii Dashi,
which promoted the Grassland Silk Road to be further unimpeded , played an important role in the economic and cultural
exchanges between the East and the West,and had a wide influence on the Eurasian continent at that time , making the
word " Khitan" become the name for China in Central Asia. By reviewing Khitan dynasty’s expansion of the Grassland
Silk Road and relevant records in overseas literatures , this paper discusses that the export of silk goods,tea and other
products through the Grassland Silk Road, Europeans built the prosperous Khitan( China)image and made the image of
China enter the world horizon. This is inseparable from the unique dual system of the Khitan people and the nomadic
culture of Naho. The imprint.left by the Khitan people on the Grassland Silk Road is the precious wealth in the history
of the Chinese nation.
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