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Main Models and Practical Situations of Ecological

Compensation in Watershed Synergy Governance

Si Linbo Duan Luyan Pei Suoya

Abstract ; Watershed ecological compensation is an institutional incentive means to regulate the relationship be-
tween watershed economic development and water environment protection with the protection of watershed water re-
sources as its core. It is also an important institutional design to promote cross—watershed synergy governance. Based on
externality and synergy governance theories , this article constructs an analysis framework for the " dynamic—subject—ob-
ject—action" relationship in watershed ecological compensation. Adopting this framework , this article makes comparative
analysis on a range of domestic and international typical cases,including the Tennessee River Basins, Elbe River Ba-
sins, Murray—Darling River Basins, Xin“an River Basins, Chishui River Basins, and Yellow River Basins. This article
then summarizes four types of ecological compensation models:the "blood transfusion" model predominantly under the
jurisdiction of authoritative management institutions ,the "hematopoiesis" model steered by market forces,the "hybrid—
type" model by central leadership,and the "blood transfusion" model conducted amongst cross—regional governments.
Each model type has its specific application conditions and constraints. Drawing on domestic and international experi-
ences , the ecological compensation model for the synergy governance within the Yellow River Basin can be optimized by
focusing on aspects such as legal guarantees, platform support, market introduction,and performance evaluation.

Key words: watershed ecological compensation; synergy governance; compensation model; compensation

mechanism
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