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Revolution and Sacred Fire: Women Workers” Evening Schools and

Labor Education in 1930s Shanghai
Feng Miao

Abstract: In 1928 Young Women’s Christian Association in China founded a series of evening schools for female cot-
ton and tobacco workers in Shanghai industrial centers. Despite the draconian rule of the Nationalist government, the
schools attracted an increasing number of worker students and became the cradle of a generation of leaders and organizers in
the future labor movements during China’s war against the Japanese imperialism. The reason for the flourishing of the
YWCA program is the collaboration of the YWCA organizers and the underground leftwing revolutionaries, as well as their
great efforts to represent workers” everyday experiences. These progressive teachers utilized great pedagogic skills in lectur-
ing, singing, acting, listening, and observing to transform women workers” experiences and raise their self—awareness and
class—consciousness. The growth of these schools is a testimony of the rise of a united front among the cultural democratic
forces against the Japanese invasion in the city in the 1930s. It also demonstrates the resilience of the left—wing revolution-
ary cultural force in the city under the leadership of the Communist Party.

Key words: female workers” evening schools; labor education; revolutionary culture; left—wing politics; Young Wom-

en’s Christian Association (YWCA)
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