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The Prohibition of Private Jades: State Resource Control and

Judicial Practices in Xinjiang during the Qianlong Reign
Hui Nan

Abstract: After the case of Gaopu, the Grand Minister Superintendent of Yarkand, who was charged with corrup-
tion in 1778, the Qing court began to adopt very strict policies against the jade trade in Xinjiang. Previous scholarship
has emphasized the political and commercial significance of this case, while overlooking its judicial effects. This article,
through a variety of Manchu language archives, examines not only the process of forming the management strategies of
jade resources, but the impacts of relevant judicial practices on the local Muslims and the foreign merchants from Central
Asia, such as Kokand and Badakshan. It also reveals how these judicial practices contributed to the implementation of
the relevant provisions of the Great Qing Code as a national law in Xinjiang.

Key words: private jade trade; Xinjiang; Great Qing Code; Qianlong; judicial practice
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