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An Interpretation of the Manuscript and the First Edition of

Fan Ainong and Its Research Significance
Ding Wen

Abstract: In Fan Ainong, Lu Xun rewrote about a friend whom had already been mourned more than once, and he con-
tinued to mourn the friend for the rest of his life after the work was published. The revision of diction and syntax in the ex-
tant manuscript of Fan Ainong reveals the divergent thinking of Lu Xun in his reflections on the 1911 revolution. A cross—
reading of the manuscript and the first edition of Fan Aiong reveals that the printed version presented far less than what the
author had thought. The imprints of those revisions that were not ultimately adopted constitute the "sub—text" parallel to the
final version, which can be regarded as Lu Xun s unfinished and organic additions to the Fan Ainong theme. Fan Ainong fo-
cuses on the fate portraits of his contemporaries of the 1911 Revolution, observing and reflecting on the revolutionaries of
two generations. Lu Xun heeded the most neglected plight of the middle generation, and elevated this particularity to a uni-
versal one. The fate of the intellectuals in the "middle generation" of the 1911 Revolution reflects the general plight of the in-
tellectuals” existence and spirit in the later era, and its historicity has a future significance.

Key words: Fan Ainong; Lu Xun’s manuscripts; the middle generation
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