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On the Newly Unearthed Epitaphs of Qu Siliang and His Wife , Mrs. Shi
from the Royal Family of Gaochang Kingdom in the Tang Dynasty

Zheng Xudong Zheng Hongxiang Zhao Zhanrui

Abstract: The Qu family was once a royal family in Gaochang Kingdom, they were eventually relocated to the
Central Plains when the Tang empire took over the Gaochang region in the 14" year of the Zhenguan era(640 CE)un-
der the reign of Emperor Taizong. When the Qu family entered the ranks of Tang society, they quickly joined the bu-
reaucratic class and participated vigorously in the political activities of the Tang government. The newly unearthed epi-
taphs of Qu Siliang and his wife provide researchers with rich information about the activities of the Qu family in the
Tang Dynasty , including the titles and official positions that various members of the family achieved. The text of the epi-
taphs also imply that Qu Siliang and his father played key roles in important events of Tang government during the reign
of Wu Zetian , including the appointment of a crown prince and Wu Zetian claiming her title as Empress. Qu Siliang’s
wife ,Mrs. Shi,was the grand daughter of the famous Turkic general Shi Da’nai. Her epitaph not only supplements the
historical information about Qu Siliang and the Shi family,but also provides a detailed record of their marriage and re-
veals both the changes in identity that people from frontier regions underwent when they assimilated to the Tang Em-
pire, as well as 'the' way-that-high “rankiiig families ised“rarriage-ties o 'mdintain Social' status:

Key words: Tang dynasty; Gaochang; Wu Zetian regime; Qu family; Shi family
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