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The Reconstruction of the Maritime Order of Northeast Asia during and
after the Imjin War: Interactions between State Power and the Sea Defense Forces

in the Shandong-Liaodong Coastal Region
Liu Jing

Abstract: With the outbreak of the Imjin War(1592-1598), Ming China reconstructed the maritime order of
Northeast Asia, strengthening the connection between the coastlines of Shandong and Liaodong and the Korean Penin-
sula. State power successfully penetrated into the northern littoral. This situation promoted the maritime orientation of
the Shandong—Liaodong coastline, making the region a more—open, connective, and inclusive maritime space. The
Ming depended upon its coastal garrisons to enhance maritime defense and management in conjunction with Choson
Korea. It was in this process, however, that they developed individual power beyond state control and soon emerged as
a threat to border security.
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