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The Logical Analysis on Analogy

Zhang Liying

Abstract: Analogies abound. But what exactly is an analogy? How to evaluate an analogy? What is the relation-

ship between analogy and metaphor? What is the cognitive mechanism of analogies? From the perspective of logic, this

paper analyzes the above problems step by step,and points out that analogies in the Western tradition focus on compari-

son, while analogies in the Chinese tradition( 2 t) focus on classification and comparison. Based on the mode of clas-

sification+comparison , this paper analyzes the connection and distinction between analogy and metaphor: both analogy

and metaphor can be regarded as structured comparison;an analogy is a comparison under the same category;a meta-

phor is a comparison across categories when similarities are discovered ,which is a kind of focusing mode comparison.

Finally , this paper analyzes different structured comparisons from the point of view of logic. This paper tries to break the

conventional thinking and explore the thinking rules of analogical cognition in a more open and original way.

Key words: analogy; metaphor; classification; comparison; similarity; possible world
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