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The Autonomous Time: A Phenomenological Study on Children's
Experience and Understanding of Time

An Chao Ou Qunhui

Abstract: The research on children's time cognition, experience and understanding includes three paradigms:
the cognitive psychology in the laboratory, sociology of time in Foucault's view and phenomenological study of time
in daily life. This study is a phenomenological study on the development of preschool children's time concepts. The
data are mainly from a mother's parenting diary. Through the story of the development of children's time experience in
diaries, this study reproduced and re-understood children's time in life scenes. It is found that preschool children refer
to far time by using near time ("tomorrow" refers to "future" ) , understand time cycle through space transformation in
games and break through the situational understanding of natural time through parent-child dialogue and self narration.
Children acquire the ability of situational understanding of time from the memory of habitual events and special
events, from the transfer learning of ordinal number concept and from social interaction. In this process, children have
acquired two sets of concepts of social time: one is the highly socialized "clock time", which often represents the order
and self-discipline of the adult world; the other is the highly autonomous "autobiographical time", including "free time"
which is difficult for adults to understand, such as the irrational time including "dazed""distracted""absent-minded" and
so on. In addition to the Rational Pedagogy which is full of research on children's time management and self-discipline,
Pedagogy on Wander is also needed to focus on children's autonomous time.

Key words: time experience and understanding; the clock time; the autonomous time;the wandering time;

Pedagogy on Wander
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