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Gender Quota in the Election of Deputies to China’s Provincial People’s Congress
He Junzhi

Abstract: The global popularity of gender quotas since the 1990s and the results of its practice show that it has
contributed to an overall increase in women’s representation in legislative bodies. In practice, gender quota systems
have gradually developed into three different models, that is reserved seats, legal candidate quotas and voluntary party
quotas. Although the effects of these three models vary considerably in different institutional contexts and specific
types of practice, they show an overall trend of decreasing effects in successive order. Based on an analysis of the rele-
vant legislative texts introduced by the Standing Committees of China’s Provincial People’s Congresses since the im-
plementation of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Women’s Rights and Interests in 1992,
this article distills three practical models of gender quota systems for representatives of China’s Provincial People’s
Congresses(PPC), namely the rigid model, the semi—rigid model and the flexible model. Although the rationale of
these three models is similar to that of the reserved seats, the legal candidate quotas and the voluntary party quota, the
data on the practice of gender quotas in China’s PPC after 1993 show that the effect of the rigid model is weaker than
that of the semi-rigid model, and the effect of the semi-rigid model is weaker than that of the flexible model. This find-
ing can enrich existing theoretical research on gender quotas while advancing institutional optimization in related ar-
eas.

Key words: Gender Quotas; Legislature; Elections; Provincial People’s Congresses
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