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On the Narration of ''Life Stream" in Jia Pingwa’s Novels: Taking Qin Opera,

Gu Lu and The Sojourn Teashop as Examples
Liu Xiaomeng

Abstract: Jia Pingwa is not a pioneer writer, but he has always been on the way to exploring and experimenting art
forms. Since Qin Opera, Jia Pingwa reversed his "brilliant rhetoric and full of interest" style of writing. Then he began to
choose to describe and present the "original ecology" of narrative objects. The re—selection of narrative mode means that Jia
Pingwa’s perspective of seeing the world and logic of thinking changed or adjusted gradually. And then a turning point
emerged in his aesthetic way as this happened. To present the rich and complex structure and texture of life and truly make
it root in the ground, he refined the details of the text persistently. By these very personalized discourse methods, narrative
details and narrative languages, Jia Pingwa formed a personal and original way of "life stream" narration which condensed
the "power of details" into his novels. The creative intentions such as natural perspective and restoration of the existence of
the world, the fit and unity with the texture of daily life, and the "care" and "redemption" of violence and suffering are fully
displayed in the narration of "life stream".

Key words: Jia Pingwa’s novels; the narration of "life stream"; Qin Opera; Gu Lu; the power of details
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