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Liang Qichao: Women’s Education Is the Top Priority:
And Liang’s Discussion on the Stages of Women’s Rights

Xia Xiaohong

Abstract: Liang Qichao’s(¥ & #)0On Women’s Education({# % % ))published before the Hundred Days of Re-
form of 1898(/% /&, & #)formed the focal point of his lifelong discussions on women’s issues. Western learning not only
served as the theoretical background of Liang’s essay, but also became the undertone that permeated the whole text.
The indignant words found in this essay shouldn’t be regarded as a contempt for women, "higher responsibility caused
by deeper love" (& Z K , 7T Z ¥7)might be closer to the fact. The view that "women’s education makes a strong nation"
(% 3% H))proposed by Liang in his On Women’s Education was so influential that it inspired Jing Yuanshan(% 7T &)
to set up Chinese Girls” School of Shanghai(_k # ¥ B 4 5 #)which was the first school for young women in China.
And it is necessary to clarify Liang’s involvement in the founding of this school. What is especially noteworthy, is the
discrepancy between the views expressed by Liang in his On Women’s Education, and The Notice on Advocating for
the Setting—up of a Girls” School({ 18 i% 4 % & & )), together with The Regulation of the Newly founded Chinese
Girls” School of Shanghai({ L##73% ¥ B 4 5 % 42 ))which were both agreed by its founders and drafted by Liang on
their behalf. The difference was evidently proved in a letter written by two women who had been accepted by Chinese
Girls” School of Shanghai as teachers. In the letter, they made a representation at why they rejected the offer to be the
School’s instructors. In the early period of the Republic of China, Liang’s concern for women’s issues shifted all the
more to the kinds of occupations suitable for women, and the four best occupations he pointed out for women in 1922
were quite forward—looking. It can be said that starting from the late Qing Dynasty, Liang Qichao always followed the
world tendency, understanding and expounding the issues of women’s education in modern China under the context of
Western learning and Western institution. In his early years, Liang attached great importance to women’s identity as
members of society and nationals, thus emphasizing the relationship between women’s education and strong nation. In
the period of the Republic of China, he paid more attention to the speciality and suitability of women’s education, and
even intentionally highlighted women’s roles as family members, especially as mothers. Such changes of his views
were mostly adjustments made in response to the current events, and the only thing that remained unchanged was that
women’s education was always his top priority.

Key words: Liang Qichao(# /& #); women’s education; On Women’s Education({#%%)); women’s rights
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