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On the National Government’s Trial of ""Taiwan War Criminals"'

under the Allied Trial Mechanism
Liu Ping

Abstract: Following the victory of the Chinese People’s War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, the
Chinese National Government tried the "Taiwan war criminals." This was the first judicial practice in which the Chi-
nese Government resumed the exercise of State sovereignty in Taiwan after the recovery of its territory. In accordance
with the trial mechanism of the Allied Powers and the statutes of international law, the National Government adhered
to two principles: first, it resolutely punished war criminals who violated the law; and second, it tried Taiwanese who
violated the law as war criminals in accordance with international law. The delay in the introduction of the relevant
laws and regulations, as well as differences in the understanding of the law among judicial groups, have led to disputes
over the identity of "Taiwanese war criminals." However, the War Crimes Commission of the National Government, as
the highest decision—making body for the trial of war criminals, insisted that "Taiwan war criminals" be tried in accor-
dance with international law, and some of the judicial decisions also interpreted international law well, which, to a cer-
tain extent, reflected the understanding and acceptance of international law by the judicial community in modern
times.

Key words: "Taiwan war criminal"; traitor; post—war trial; War Crimes Commission
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