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Shaping Reality and Returning to Science: '"Embedded Development"

in Social Work from the Normative Aerial Perspective and the

Possibility of Transcendence

He Wei

Abstract : After decades of development, social work in China has gradually formed a "embedded development"

following the normative pattern featuring "embeddedness", "de—embeddedness" and "interembeddedness" as its core.

A normative research paradigm is thus constructed with the goal, motivation and space as the normalization of system.

By reorganizing and summarizing the path system and the shaping logic of "embedded development" in the normative

sense, we can provide an empirical basis for rethinking the theoretical positioning of "embedded development" and

transcend the empirical perspective and the chronicle survival-oriented path. It is essential for social work to be

adaptable to the needs of the development and find the common ground with the national governance system and dai-

ly=life paradigm. On this basis, we are able to return to the original development intention defined by professionalism

and science from the normative "embedded" paradigm.

Key words : social work; embeddedness; normative
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