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Consumerism Retrograde: An Online Ethnography Based on the

Douban Anti—Consumerism Group

Dong Tiance  He Xuan

Abstract: This article uses the Douban group "Don’t Buy" as the research object. Based on online ethnographic
observations and in—depth interviews, this paper analyzes the cultural phenomenon and communication landscape of
anti—consumerism online community from the perspective of culture studies, arguing that anti—consumerism culture
reflects the realities of some youth groups” reflexivity and the awakening of female consciousness. The "resistance" is
not based on rejection, but on seeking balance and protection from alienation, selecting and reconstructing those aes-
thetic feelings, ideologies and logical elements that serve modern society. The interconnection of scattered individuals
through online communities opens up a space of meaning and resistance under technological support, offering new pos-
sibilities for the formation of a cultural critical field.

Key words : anti—consumerism; online communities; media culture; youth subcultures; cyber—ethnography
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